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ECASBA Position Papers

* Review current position papers

* Consideration of new topics
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HARMONISATION OF BORDER CONTROLS - GENERAL

BACKGROUND:
Effective border controls are vital for the security of a country, preventing as they do the impart
of illegal, dangerous, counterfeit and other undesirable goods and materials, controlling
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CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

BACKGROUND:

i
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immigration and preventing the spread of diseases. They also serve to ensure that all duties and

tax
nal
int
ani

This paper relates to the role of the ship agent only. Where the agent also acts as a customs
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. E-MARITIME, SINGLE WINDOWS, DIGITALISATION
o BACKGROUND:
The use of electronic applications and processes for the receiving, handling and dis
. data between the ship and the shore for the purposes of compliance with statutor
abligations, collectively known in the context of this paper as e-Maritime, continu
. driven by the need for operational efficiency and to reduce the administrative bur
. masters, ship agents and others in the maritime transport chain,
: ECASBA POSITION
As stated above, the primary purpose of any developments in e-Maritime for ship ag
PA be to reduce the burden of compliance with statutory ship reporting obligations.
D
\,!\ The following issues are important for the agent:
#
On e All EU Member States should ensure that the reporting of ship data is ex
RE electronic format and that all statutory authorities are able to receive data by tha
Ma « All ship reporting, irrespective of the receiving authority, should be effected t
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portal: “Single means Single”

¢ Existing means of inputting data, whether single windows or port communi
should be retained, as should the use of both web-based (GUI) and machine
interfaces

¢ All EU Member States should collect the same data

broker or customs agent, iti andr

ities may apply that are outwith
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RECOGNITION OF AGENTS

BACKGROUND:

Recognition of the contribution of the ship agent to the efficient and effective r
goods worldwide is hampered by a lack of awareness by policy makers, authori
sectors of the shipping industry of the central role the profession plays in maritii
and international logistics supply chains. This partly due in most cases to the la
acknowledgement in maritime law, but also to a failure by the agency community
voice heard in all relevant fora.

ECASBA POSITION

In order for the ship agency community to be heard, and to ensure that ship agent
to participate and contribute positively from a position of knowledge and expe
discussions relating to regulation of the maritime sector from the very beginning, it
for ECASBA and its Member associations to ensure that policy makers fully recogni
the ship agent and acknowledge their place in the maritime transport chain.

The following issues are important in achieving this objective:

= Policy makers at all levels must recognise the role of the ship agent at the «
ship/port interface and respect and value the contributions of the ship agency ©

VETERINARY CHECKS - CARGOES OF ANIMAL ORIGIN

BACKGROUND:

Veterinary checks are a crucial component of the border controls for both import and
transhipment cargoes of animal origin. In both cases the ship agent at the port of arrival is
responsible for correct compliance with, and lodgement of, reporting formalities to the
veterinary inspection authority (BIP) and, in case of import cargo, to the consignee and the
forwarder. Additionally in case of transhipment cargo, the agent is required to organise the
transfer of the cargo from the deep-sea vessel to the feeder vessel. This position paper focuses
on the transhipment of veterinary cargo only.

ECASBA POSITION:

Given the vital role played by the ship agent in complying with the relevant procedures,
minimising the impact on the onward logistics chain and coordinating the transhi
ECASBA and its member associations should be consulted immediately any new developments
in laws or procedures related to veterinary inspections for import and transhipment cargo are
proposed.

The following issues are important for the agent:

« Extend the period of seven days for cargo to stand before requiring a documentary check. In
recent years, changes to sailing schedules, particularly of feeder services, have led to a
significant increase in the number of containers staying at transhipment ports in excess of
seven days. Containers are also able to maintain the required temperatures for extended
periods so there are no practical reasons why the seven day inspection free stay time cannot
be extended.

+ The original documentation for the cargo is usually sent directly to the final receiver and
under normal circumstances is not available for inspection at the transhipment port. It
should be sufficient for the health authorities at the transhipment port to initially sight
copies of the documentation, from which they can determine if there is a need for further
action. If so the original documentation can be provided.

+ Determining the need for inspections should in all cases be based primarily on risk-based
analysis, for example known (AEO, trusted trader etc.) or unknown shipper or consignee,
cargo description, place of origin and similar,

+ For consistency, there should be a level playing field between Member States in terms of
application of regulations, operational and inspection requirements.

PARTIES INVOLVED:
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ECASBAACTION PLAN (1/2)  “+:*

Evaluate existing position papers

Strengthen relationship with various DG’s (e.g. TAXUD, MOVE,
HOME, SANTE)

» Regular courtesy visits MT/JW

» Intensify cooperation with Brussels representative (FJ)

» Active participation of AP-members on certain files

Intensify cooperation with other (European) associations (e.g.
ECSA, FEPORT, CLECAT, WSC, ESC) and lobby together on files
with common interest
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ECASBAACTION PLAN (2/2) <+

Organise annual ECASBA European Seminar (rotation: Brussels -
ECASBA member country)

Organise biennial European Seminar with other European
associations (Brussels)

Share our views with European institutions in a more active way
(e.g. sending letters with our position).

AP members will have more ownership on certain files, like:
EMSWe, reformation UCC, Wise Persons Group, ESS, etc.)



