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Customs & VAT:

• Frank Janssens will provide an update on the UCC and Wise 
Persons Report after coffee

• EU Court of Justice case C-288/16, VAT on Transport Services
• Changed the accepted view that all sectors of an international transport 

service leaving the EU (including inland transport) were exempt from 
VAT. Henceforth only those parties directly invoicing the shipper could 
claim VAT exemption

• Denmark issued survey in October 2020. Responses varied, what is the 
current status?

• Denmark implemented the judgement with effect from 1st July 2022
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EMSWe: European Maritime Single Window environment

• Intended to establish a single, consistent vessel reporting system 
across the EU (Regulation 2019/1239)

• Issues for the shipping industry:
• Overall implementation
• Retention of the Graphical User Interface (GUI) for data 

entry/Harmonisation of the design of the GUI
• Retention of Existing Data Entry portals
• Development of harmonised spreadsheets for data collection
• Part C



EMSWe: European Maritime Single Window environment

• Current status:
• Delegated Act (DA) is expected any time now, and the corresponding Implementing Act 

will follow shortly. They give legal certainty to Member States to begin preparing their 
new systems to go live in late 2025

• EMSA is currently preparing their IT infrastructure to enable Member State (MS) testing 
during 2023

• MS are expected to go out to tender for national IT systems during 2023 and be ready to 
communicate with EMSA during 2024

• Concurrently, MS will also start discussions with economic operators to ensure that 
M2M and web-based interfaces can be developed and installed ahead of the: 

• go-live date, currently scheduled for August 2025



EMSWe: European Maritime Single Window environment

• Follow Up Actions:
• ECASBA represented on DG-MOVE consulting groups by Jesper Sebbelin FICS (Denmark) 

and Capt. Peter Langbein and Bastian Güttner (Germany). Continue to monitor 
developments and raise our concerns

• Direct contact with DG-MOVE D.1. New HoU, MT and JCW met with them June 2022
• Working with, and supporting actions by, other industry bodies, e.g. ECSA, WSC, DCSA, 

IPCSA
• Encouraging ECASBA members to raise local concerns with national authorities (our 

letter March 2021) Any issues reported in ECASBA MS? What progress is being made?
• Issued Position Paper and ECASBA Declaration (February 2021)
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Schengen Visas/ETIAS/EES
• Issue raised by the Netherlands in relation to the granting of exit stamps to incoming non-

Schengen seafarers ahead of departure, primarily affecting crewmembers working on long-
stay vessels

• No clarity on the time period between issuing the exit stamp and the seafarer departing the 
Schengen area. Dutch authorities argued for three days, shipowners (ECSA/KVNR) and 
agents (ECASBA and VNC) argued for ten

• June 2022 MT & JCW met DG-HOME to discuss issue

• HOME advised that acceptance in principle had been reached to allow minimum three, 
maximum ten days validity and notified to MS with the expectation that between seven and 
ten days would be adopted

• MT advises no formal confirmation of position from Dutch authorities but no problems 
encountered so far. Any advice from authorities or issues arising elsewhere in ECASBA?



Schengen Visas/ETIAS/EES
• ETIAS (European Travel Information and Authorisation System) is the pre-registration system for 

travellers from outside the Schengen region. EES (Entry Exit System) is the passport check system

• Introduction of both postponed due to difficulties for carriers in registering, EIS now expected in May 
2023 (EES) and September 2023 (ETIAS)

• Current issues relate to ensuring time sensitive transport modes (airlines, short duration road, rail 
and ferry routes) can get short-notice clearances to allow them to depart for EU. Also many transport 
operators not yet registered with DG-HOME Carrier Working Group (September 2022: only 899 
operators, 96, coach, 44 marine and rest are airlines)

• Issue for Agents: 
• Seafarers do not use ETIAS, nor are SID’s checked through EES. Passports are required

• Concerns over passenger processing, especially for cruise vessels

• ECASBA represented on consultative body (euLISA*) by Jesper Sebbelin FICS

*The European Union Agency for the Operational Management of Large-Scale IT Systems in the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice
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European Shipping Summit 2023
• New name for European Shipping Week

• Now organised by Steering Group members, not external provider, ECSA taking the lead

• ECASBA remains in the Steering Group

• SG funding start-up costs, €5,000 each, ECASBA agreed – hope to recover from sponsorship

• Currently looking at May 2023 dates

• ECSA expect to finalise event organiser (for main conference) shortly

• SG members may host own events around conference day, possibly in conjunction with 
another SG member or external partner

• Expect main themes around Green Deal, alternative fuels

• ECASBA considering level of participation, suitable topics



Thank you.


