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ECASBA

• Background: Formed in 1990 to allow those members of 
FONASBA domiciled in member, or applicant member, 
states of the European Union to engage in dialogue with 
the European Commission, the European Parliament and 
other relevant legislative bodies and industry 
organisations..

• Objective: To secure recognition of the importance of the 
agency and broking sectors to the European transport chain 
and to promote and protect the interests of its members



ECASBA Membership 
2010

The following countries are represented 
within ECASBA:
Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Turkey.



ECASBA

Liaison with:
• Commission – primarily DG-MARE, DG-

MOVE, DG-TAXUD
• Consultative Groups – MIF, TCG
• Industry Organisations – CLECAT, ECSA, 

ESPO, FEPORT, WSC



ECASBA ISSUES

Structural:
• No regulation of the industry – anyone can 

become a ship’s agent
• Failure to perceive the true worth of the ship’s 

agent and the vital contribution made to the 
effective and efficient movement of goods 
around Europe

• Lack of recognition in maritime legislation



ECASBA ISSUES

• Legislative:
• E-maritime
• MCCIP
• Lack of recognition in maritime legislation



FONASBA 
QUALITY 

STANDARD
• Only standard developed by the industry for the industry
• Sector specific, relevant, appropriate
• Core elements

• FONASBA membership
• Financial strength
• Separate accounts for client funds
• Commitment to staff education and training



FONASBA 
QUALITY 

STANDARD

FONASBA associations accredited to date:

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Great 
Britain, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the USA

Pending accreditation: Croatia (imminent)

Total number of companies covered: More than 200



FONASBA 
QUALITY 

STANDARD

Increasing industry awareness:
• Excellent support from shipowner 

organisations – BIMCO, Intercargo, 
INTERTANKO

• Excellent press coverage



FONASBA 
QUALITY 

STANDARD



FONASBA 
QUALITY 

STANDARD



THE QUALITY 
STANDARD AND AGENT 

AS PORT SINGLE 
WINDOW

• Requirements of providing the port single window 
will require a regulated, professional and quality 
focussed approach across many varied disciplines 

• Providers must be able to satisfy the authorities of 
their ability to comply with all relevant 
requirements and meet all deadlines



THE QUALITY 
STANDARD AND AGENT 

AS PORT SINGLE 
WINDOW

• The agent currently carries out all of the 
duties envisaged by the port single window 



Contact:

For further information, please contact:

Jonathan C. Williams FICS, General Manager

85, Gracechurch Street, LONDON EC3V 0AA

Tel/Fax: + 44 20 7623 3113 

E-mail: generalmanager@fonasba.com

Or visit our website at www.fonasba.com
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